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3. Regional Impact Study: Case SRPC/RIC 2025-01; Site Plan review for a large solar 
project at Chestnut Hill Road and Dodge Cross Road, Farmington, New Hampshire 
(Map R17, Lots 33, 55, 57, 68 and Map R18, Lots 3, 5, 10) 
 

a. Project Review and Completion of Development of Regional Impact (DRI) 
Checklist 
 

b. Citizen’s Forum: Citizens of the region are invited to speak on the subject matter 
of the meeting. Statements shall be limited to three (3) minutes. *  

 
c. Acceptance of Technical Review 

 
4. Meeting Adjournment 

 
Anyone interested in reviewing documents submitted to the RIC should send an email to 
lmurphy@strafford.org or review documents at the Town of Farmington, NH Planning 
Department. 
 
Reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities who would like to attend the meeting are 
available upon request. Include a description of the accommodation you will need including as 
much detail as you can. Also include a way we can contact you if we need more information. 
Make your request as early as possible; please allow at least 1day advance notice. Last-minute 
requests will be accepted but may be impossible to fill. Send an e-mail to srpc@strafford.org or 
call (603) 994-3500. 

  Regional Impact Committee
Strafford Regional Planning Commission Office

150 Wakefield Street, Suite 12
Conference Room 1A
  Public Meeting

Thursday,  April 10, 2025
  2:00 PM

The Regional Impact Committee (RIC) of Strafford Regional Planning Commission has scheduled
a public meeting regarding  a  Developments  of Regional Impact (RSA 36:54-58) as declared by
the Town of  Farmington  Planning  Board on  March  10, 2025.  The meeting will be held at the SRPC
Office located at 150 Wakefield Street, Suite 12, Conference Room 1A, in Rochester, NH

1. Welcome/Introductions

2. Action Items

a. Review and Approve  February  8, 2024  Meeting Minutes
b. Appointment of Regional Impact Committee chair for FY2025

mailto:lmurphy@strafford.org
mailto:srpc@strafford.org
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*In the event that interested parties cannot attend the meeting, comments may be sent to Senior 
Regional Planner Lisa Murphy at lmurphy@Strafford.org, or via mail. All comments received by 
Wednesday, April 9 at 5 p.m. will be forwarded to RIC members for inclusion with the DRAFT 
technical review to be presented at the meeting. Comments received after this time will be made 
available to RIC members at the beginning of the meeting on April 10, 2025.    
  

mailto:lmurphy@Strafford.org
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Rules of Procedure 

Meeting Etiquette 
 
Be present at the scheduled start of the meeting. 
 
Be respectful of the views of others. 
 
Ensure that only one person talks at a time. Raising your hand to be recognized by the chair or 
facilitator is good practice. 
 
Do not interrupt others or start talking before someone finishes. 
 
Do not engage in cross talk. 
 
Avoid individual discussions in small groups during the meeting. When one person speaks, 
others should listen. 
 
Active participation is encouraged from all members.  
 
When speaking, participants should adhere to topics of discussion directly related to agenda 
items.  
 
When speaking, individuals should be brief and concise when speaking. 
 
The Strafford Regional Planning Commission & Metropolitan Planning Organization holds both 
public meetings and public hearings.  
 
For public meetings, guests are welcome to observe but should follow proper meeting etiquette 
allowing the meeting to proceed uninterrupted. Members of the public who wish to be involved 
and heard should use venues such as Citizen Forum, Public Hearings, Public Comment 
Periods, outreach events, seminars, workshops, listening sessions, etc.   
 

  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

150 Wakefield Street, Suite 12, Rochester, NH 03867 
 

Barrington ꞁ Brookfield ꞁ Dover ꞁ Durham ꞁ Farmington ꞁ Lee ꞁ Madbury ꞁ Middleton ꞁ Milton ꞁ New Durham 
Newmarket ꞁ Northwood ꞁ Nottingham ꞁ Rochester ꞁ Rollinsford ꞁ Somersworth ꞁ Strafford ꞁ Wakefield 

Regional Impact Committee  
Strafford Regional Planning Commission Office 

150 Wakefield Street, Suite 12 
Conference Room 1A 

Public Meeting Minutes 
DRAFT 

Thursday, February 8, 2024 

3:00 PM 
  

1. Welcome/Introductions 

Chair Mark Richardson opened the meeting and asked for introductions. 
 
Regional Impact Committee members present: Katrin Kasper, Don Hamann 

and Mark Richardson. 
 

SRPC staff present: Senior Regional Planner Lisa Murphy, Regional Planner 
mark Davie 
 

2. Action Items 

a. Review and approve June 7, 2023 meeting minutes 

D. Hamann motioned to approve the June 7, 2023 minutes as presented, 
seconded by K. Kasper. 3-0 vote in favor, motion passed. 

 

b. Review of Appointment of alternates, if needed 

There were no alternate appointments. 
 

c. Appointment of Regional Impact Committee Chair for FY24 

 
3. Business 

a. Discuss RIC Bylaws 

The committee discussed the proposed changes to the RIC By-laws and were 

amenable to the changes as proposed. D. Hamann motioned to approve the 
proposed changes seconded by K. Kasper. 3-0 vote in favor, motion passed. 
 

4. Regional Impact Study:  

Case SRPC/RIC 2024-01; Joseph Falzone, subdivision review for a 16–lot Open 
Space Subdivision (Tax Map 69 Lots 17 and 19) located off Raymond Road in 

Nottingham, NH. 
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a. Project Review and Completion of Development of Regional 

Impact (DRI) Checklist 

The committee discussed the traffic study completed by VIA and agreed 
that the planning board consider a condition that acceptable 

construction aprons be installed at the ingress – egress points and that 
any dirt debris be cleared daily to help prevent potential hazards for bike 

traffic.  
 

The committee discussed the potential impact on the natural 
environment and agreed a plan for protection should be required.  

 
For public health and safety, the committee agreed that the town should 

ensure that the subdivision is not impacted by the updates to base flood 

elevation in the most recent FEMA maps. 
 

For facilities, the committee suggests a study of the emergency services’ 
capacity and correct any deficiencies that would require surrounding 

towns to be called in more often. 
 

Visual Ipact: This project would not affect the regional impact.  
 

For housing and population growth, an increase in housing the increase 
in housing units contributes to the housing projection need as estimated 

in the 2023 Regional Housing Needs Assessment made by SRPC. 
 
b. Citizen’s Forum: Citizens of the region are invited to speak on 

the subject matter of the meeting.  

There were no citizens present. 

 
c. Acceptance of Technical Review 

D. Hamann motioned to accept the technical Review seconded by K. Kasper. 

All in favor  
 

A letter of opinions and recommendations by the committee will be sent to the 
Nottingham Planning Board. 
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5. Regional Impact Study:  

Case SRPC/RIC 2024-02; Jones & Beach Engineers, Inc., Site Plan Review for the 
development of 148 duplexes (296 housing units) at 65 & 101 Batchelder Road, 

Raymond, NH. 
 

a. Project Review and Completion of Development of Regional 

Impact (DRI) Checklist 

 

Transportation: The committee discussed the traffic study issued by VAI 
and options for traffic control devices. The committee agreed that 

approval of the proposal includes a condition for construction of aprons 
at intersections with public roads and the roads should be cleared daily 

of debris caused by construction. 
 

Ecology and Resources: The committee discussed the impact on 
wetlands agreed an environmental assessment should be done to 

identify environmentally sensitive areas and species of concern and a 
new review by the NH Natural Heritage Bureau  

 

Public Health and Safety: The committee discussed potential threats to 
the surface and groundwater and agreed that environmental 

assessment should be conducted. 
 

Facilities: The committee discussed potential impact on local first 
responders and agreed that they should se if there are any deficiencies 

to avoid the need for aid from surrounding towns. 
 

Housing: The committee discussed the current housing shortage and 
agreed this proposal would fill some of the housing needs.  

 
 

b. Citizen’s Forum: Citizens of the region are invited to speak on the 

subject matter of the meeting. 

There were no citizens present at the meeting. 

 
c. Acceptance of Technical Review 

 

6. Meeting Adjournment 
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SECTION VIEW
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AGRICULTURAL STYLE
FENCE FABRIC NOTE:

ALL FENCE FABRIC, OTHER THAN GATES,
SHALL BE BEKAERT SOLIDLOCK PRO
HIGH TENSILE FIXED KNOT GAME FENCE
OR OWNER APPROVED EQUAL.

FENCE FABRIC SHALL BE

96" HIGH (BEKAERT PART# 118376, STYLE
2096-6, 12.5 GUAGE, BENZIL COATING)

6" SPACING OF VERTICAL WIRES

FENCE FABRIC SHALL BE MOUNTED WITH
LARGE OPENINGS AT THE BOTTOM TO
ALLOW FOR SMALL ANIMAL PASSAGE.
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(5)  ADAPTER
ANGLES

VARIABLE 0° - 360°
ACCORDING TO

PLANS
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150 Wakefield Street, Suite 12, Rochester, NH 03867 
 

Barrington ꞁ Brookfield ꞁ Dover ꞁ Durham ꞁ Farmington ꞁ Lee ꞁ Madbury ꞁ Middleton ꞁ Milton ꞁ New Durham 
Newmarket ꞁ Northwood ꞁ Nottingham ꞁ Rochester ꞁ Rollinsford ꞁ Somersworth ꞁ Strafford ꞁ Wakefield 

April 7, 2025 
 
Re: Preliminary Review - Development of Regional Impact – Farmington, Nutes Solar, LLC  
 
Dear Committee Members: 
 
Per NH RSA 36:55, a Development of Regional Impact means any proposal before a local land 
use board which in the determination of such local land use board could reasonably be 
expected to impact on a neighboring municipality. 
 

Per the Town of Farmington, on March 5, 2025, a declaration of regional impact was 
declared by the Planning Board for Nutes Solar, LLC, for a Site Plan Review for a 20-megawatt 
AC (MW) solar energy facility interconnecting to the existing Eversource transmission line 
that bisects the project site.  

 
The Strafford Regional Planning Commission (SRPC) received formal notice from the Town of 
Farmington of said Development of Regional Impact on March 6, 2025. Per the Town of 
Farmington, a notice was also sent to the Town of Milton, NH. On that date, SRPC also received 
from the Town of Farmington: Public Hearing Notice, Site Plan Review application and plans. 
Additional information, including meeting materials from previous meetings of the Planning 
Board, Zoning Board and Conservation Commission, can be found on the town website at: 
 
https://www.farmington.nh.us/home/news/lilac-state-solar-project-information 
 
The review tool used here is meant to provide a range of questions that help in the staff review 
and which will lead to a report of findings to be submitted to the Planning Board. The review is 
limited to the application material submitted and from a regional impact perspective only.  
 
Disclosure: SRPC provides contract planning services to the Farmington Planning Board. Those 
services are currently provided by Kyle Pimental. While Mr. Pimental assisted with the 
compilation of meeting materials, he did not contribute analysis to this review. 
 

Transportation, Access, and Parking 

1) Will the proposed development cause an increase in motor vehicle traffic or other traffic 
that will impact the safety of the transportation system? 

2) Will the proposed development cause an increase in motor vehicle traffic or other traffic 
that will increase congestion on the transportation system in the adjacent town? 

3) Will the proposed development create the need for infrastructure improvements? 

https://www.farmington.nh.us/home/news/lilac-state-solar-project-information
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4) Will the development result in inadequate emergency access? 

5) Does the development meet minimum local parking standards or are there provisions for 
other modes that reduce the need for parking? 

6) Does the plan provide for safe access within the development for all modes (ADA 
compliance, sidewalks, crosswalks, lighting)? 

Comments: See below. 

 
No significant added motor vehicle travel is expected from the development as proposed. 
Employees or other contractors are not expected to be onsite daily and there will be no public 
access. No traffic impact study or traffic control devices are required. The applicant has 
provided a proposed schedule of expected maintenance visits to the site. Sufficient driveway 
sightlines are provided in the proposed primary access on Chestnut Hill Road, a town road. A 
secondary emergency access is provided on Dodge Cross Road.   
 
It is recommended that a condition be added to any approval requiring the installation of 
adequate construction aprons at the intersection with public roads; and a requirement that the 
ingress-egress points must be cleaned and swept daily for the duration of construction. This will 
help prevent potential hazards in the roadway for bicycles and motorcycles.  
 

Conflicts with Policies, Plans, and Programs - Noise 

7) Will the development expose persons to or generate noise levels in excess of standards 
established in the local general plan, noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other 
agencies? 

8) Will the development expose persons to or generate excessive ground borne vibration or 
ground borne noise levels? 

9) Will the development substantially and permanently increase ambient noise levels in the 
project vicinity above existing levels? 

10) Will the development substantially increase temporary or periodic ambient noise levels in 
the project vicinity above existing levels? 

11) Is the development located within an airport zone or within two miles of an airport or 
airfield, where the project would expose residents or employees in the project area to 
excessive noise levels? 

Comments: See below. 

 
Noise generated by inverters has been raised as a concern for this project. The applicant has 
provided an acoustic study which identifies up to 38 abutting properties that may be impacted, 
with an estimated disturbance of no more than 38 decibels. The applicant has indicated the 
noise generated will only occur during daylight hours and many of the affected properties on 
Aspen Drive, Oakwood Road, and Little City Road will be audibly screened by existing 
vegetation.   
 
No vibrations, from a regional perspective, are expected from the development as proposed.   
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Hazardous Materials or Substances 

12) Will the development create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 
through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials? 

13) Will the development create a significant hazard to the public or the environment 
through the reasonable foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release 
of hazardous materials into the environment? 

14) Will the development produce hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely 
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one quarter mile of an existing or 
proposed school? 

15) Will the development be located on a site that is included on a list of hazardous materials 
sites compiled by the NH Department of Environmental Services and, as a result, would it 
create a significant hazard to the public or the environment? 

Comments: No production, use, transport, or disposal of hazardous materials have been 
identified in this development. 

 

Ecology and Resources 

16) Will the development have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat 
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species 
in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?  

17) Will the development have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other 
sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations, or 
by the New Hampshire Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?  

18) Will the development have substantial adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as 
de-fined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh 
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or 
other means?  

19) Will the development interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or 
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife 
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?  

20) Will the development conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological 
resources, such as a conservation easement, tree preservation policy or ordinance?  

21) Will the development conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation 
Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional or state 
habitat conservation plan?  

22) Will the development have a substantial adverse effect on Groundwater Quality?  

23) Will the development have a substantial adverse effect on Air Quality?  

Comments:  See below. 
 

Wetland impacts have been identified in the proposed development, and the applicant has put 
forward a Wetland Permit application with the New Hampshire Department of Environmental 
Services (NHDES) as well as a request for a Special Use Permit for disturbance in Farmington’s 
Wetland Conservation Overlay District.  
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Highlights from the Wetland Permit application:  

• This project has been screened for sensitive species and natural communities by the NH 
Natural Heritage Bureau (NHB), NH Fish and Game (NHFG), and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service.  

• All wetland crossings will be designed to maintain hydraulic connectivity.  

• The low-functioning, low-value forested wetland systems that is proposed to be 
converted to wet meadows will allow these wetlands to maintain their wetland 
dependent wildlife habitat and associated migratory pathways.  

• The proposed photovoltaic facility will be surrounded by a wildlife friendly fence that 
will allow wildlife such as turtles, frogs, and salamanders uninhibited access to these 
resources. 

 
Additional information found in the Wetland Permit application: 
There is no practicable alternative that would have a less adverse impact to jurisdictional 
resources while meeting the stated project goal of generating 20 MW of solar power. This site is 
unique in that it has enough undeveloped land positioned immediately adjacent to an existing 
electrical utility corridor that can support the injection of 20 MW of clean, renewable energy. 
The existing electrical infrastructure can support the injection of this additional generation 
without triggering the need to construct new transmission lines or substations, avoiding 
significant costs and the potential for additional natural resource impacts.  
 
In terms of Priority Resource Areas, only one anthropogenically created, low functioning, low 
value vernal pool will be impacted. The majority of the proposed development is concentrated 
within uplands,  and the wetland impacts will occur predominantly within low-functioning 
forested wetlands. The bulk of wetland impacts from the installation of the solar array will be 
temporary in nature. While some low functioning, low value wetlands will be utilized to support 
solar array infrastructure, they will be managed so that they transition into wet meadows. 
Many areas of the wetlands impacted from historic timber harvesting activity are already 
devoid of large woody vegetation and already functioning in this manner. This construction 
technique and wetland management strategy will result in no significant net loss of the 
wetland's pre-existing functions and values. Where permanent impacts are required for 
wetland crossings, a concerted effort has been made to utilize existing trails and historic 
wetland crossings.  
 
Robust erosion and sedimentation controls will be implemented to protect all aquatic 
resources. Silt sock barriers or mulch berms will be installed at the limits of work areas. Controls 
will be monitored, inspected, and adjusted as necessary throughout construction activities. 
Pollution prevention controls will be implemented as well, including daily inspections of 
equipment for leaking fuel, oil, or hydraulic fluid, and storage of oil spill kits within work areas. 
 
It is suggested that the Planning Board take measures to ensure that protection is taken to 
provide for the continuation of these valuable wildlife habitat areas. 
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Hazards – Public Health and Safety 

24) Will the development expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse 
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving landslides or flooding?  

25) Will the development result in substantial soil erosion or loss of topsoil?  

26) Will the development be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would 
become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in on or off-site 
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?  

27) Will the development be located on soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of 
septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available 
for disposal of wastewater?  

Comments:  See below. 

There are no hazardous materials associated with the proposed use and there is no increased 
demand on public safety services. An inspection and maintenance schedule were included with 
the application as well as a Material Safety Data Sheet produced by the manufacturer of the 
units. 
 
The majority soils in the soils study area of interest (AOI) consist of Acton (AdB, 49.5%, very 
stony fine sandy loam at 0-8% slopes) and Gloucester (GsC, 34.2%, very stony fine sandy loam, 
8-15% slopes). The remainder of the soils in the AOI consist of Gloucester (GIB & GsB), Hollis-
Gloucester (HgB), Leicester (LeB), Leicester-Ridgebury (LrA), and Saugatuck (Sb). The Drainage 
classes of AdB, GsC, GIB, GsB, and HgB range from moderately well drained to somewhat 
excessively well-drained, while LeB, LrA, and Sb are all classed as poorly well-drained. As septic 
tanks are not included in the development, there is no risk of soils in the AOI being incapable of 
adequately supporting wastewater disposal systems.  
 

Facilities 

28) Will the development require new or expanded Fire protection facilities or services in the 
adjacent municipality in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or 
other performance standards?  

29) Will the development require new or expanded Law Enforcement facilities or services in 
the adjacent municipality in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times 
or other performance standards?  

30) Will the development require new or expanded School facilities or services in the 
adjacent municipality in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or 
other performance standards?  

31) Will the development require new or expanded Parks facilities or services in the adjacent 
municipality in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or other 
performance standards?  

32) Will the development require new or expanded Solid Waste facilities or services in the 
adjacent municipality in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or 
other performance standards?  
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33) Will the development cause an increase in new or expanded utilities, treatment facilities, 
storm water, water supplies, etc., that would result in a negative financial or 
environmental impact to the adjacent municipality?  

Comments: No additional law enforcement, fire protection, school capacity, park space, solid 
waste collection, utility service, or other local services are asked of Strafford County or the 
Towns of Farmington or Milton as a result of the proposed development.  

Scenic and Visual Character 

34) Will the development convert Prime Farmland to non-agricultural use?  

35) Will the development conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use?  

36) Will the development involve other changes in the existing environment, which, due to 
their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use?  

37) Will the development have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?  

38) Will the development substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited 
to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?  

39) Will the development substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the 
site and its surroundings?  

40) Will the development create a new source of substantial light or glare which would 
adversely impact day or nighttime views in the area?  

41) Will the development conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation 
including, but not limited to the Master Plan or Zoning Ordinance?  

Comments: A viewshed analysis was completed for a study area of a five-mile radius of the 
site. The resulting development may be visible from individual point locations on Hornetown 
Road and Goselin Way in Farmington and Nutes Road in Milton. For properties immediately 
abutting the site, some natural vegetative screening will be utilized. The maximum height of 
the structures will be 18 feet.  

 

Housing and Population Growth 

42) Will the development induce substantial growth in an area, either directly (for example, 
by proposing new homes or businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)?  

43) Will the development displace substantial numbers of existing housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?  

44) Will the development displace substantial numbers of people, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?  

45) Is the development compatible with existing or planned cross border development?  

Comments: No net increase in housing units is proposed in this development.  

 

We hope that these comments will be useful to you in your review of this project. This report 

should be used for informational purposes only. The scope of SRPC’s review is intended to focus 

on the regional impacts of this application and does not duplicate the Farmington Planning 

Board’s review for consistency with town ordinances and regulations. Similarly, land use 
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policies in referenced municipalities, are not part of this review and SRPC defers to these 

municipalities to provide more comprehensive feedback regarding consistency of the proposed 

development with their regulations and with the character of their community.  

If you have any questions, contact Lisa Murphy at lmurphy@strafford.org or call (603) 994-
3500. 

mailto:lmurphy@strafford.org


 

 

Town of Farmington 
Planning and Community Development 

356 Main Street ● Farmington, NH 03835 

phone (603) 755-2774 ● www.farmington.nh.us  
 

 

PLANNING BOARD 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
 

 

Notice is hereby given that an application for the case below came before the Farmington Planning 

Board on March 5, 2025, in which the Board voted in favor (4-1) that the application to be a 

Development of Regional Impact finding that criteria set forth in Section 36:55(I) “relative size” 

and (II) “proximity to the borders of a neighboring community” (Town of Milton) were met. 

Farmington local officials, and the public, are encouraged to follow the hearing proceedings and 

provide feedback in person or through written communication as needed. 

 

Case #SRA24_005: Major Site Plan Application for Nutes Solar, LLC, Tax Map R-17, Lot(s) 68, 

55, 57, and 33 & Tax Map R-18; Lot(s): 10, 5 & 3. 

 

The proposal is for a 20-megawatt AC (MW) solar energy facility interconnecting to the 

existing Eversource transmission line that bisects the project site. The project consists of 

access roads, fencing, solar array foundations, racking system, panels, equipment pads 

with inverters and transformers, and other associated equipment. The project proposes 

using a single axis tracker racking system which maximizes power output by tracking the 

sun from east to west daily.  

 

A Special Use Permit will be required for 36,204 square feet of permanent wetland impacts 

and 5,796 square feet of temporary wetland impacts. Additionally, the proposal will result 

in approximately 716,178 square feet of class one and 1,011,760 square feet of class two 

buffer impacts. The project is in the Rural Residential District. 

 

The case has been continued until April 16, 2025, at 6:30PM at the Farmington Municipal 

Building, 356 Main Street, in the Selectmen’s Chambers. 

 

Documents for the case can be found via the address below. 

 

https://www.farmington.nh.us/home/news/lilac-state-solar-project 

 

Sincerely: 

 

Rick Pelkey, Chair 

Farmington Planning Board 

 

https://www.farmington.nh.us/home/news/lilac-state-solar-project
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The State of New Hampshire 

		Department	of	Environmental	Services	
	

Robert	R.	Scott,	Commissioner 

www.des.nh.gov 
29 Hazen Drive • PO Box 95 • Concord, NH 03302-0095 

(603) 271-3503 • TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964 

 
 

March 18, 2025 
 
Dale Knapp 
Nutes Solar, LLC 
15 Fleet Street 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
(sent via email to: dale.knapp@waldenrenewables.com) 
 
Re:  Lilac State Solar Project       Permit: AoT-2795
 Chestnut Hill Road – Farmington  
 Tax Maps R17 & R18, Lots 33, 55, 57, 68 & 3, 5, 10 
  
Dear Mr. Knapp: 
 
Based upon the plans and application, approved on March 18, 2025, we are hereby issuing RSA 485-A:17 
Alteration of Terrain Permit AoT-2795 pursuant to application 241122-216.   
 
The permit is subject to the following conditions: 
 
PROJECT SPECIFIC CONDITIONS: 

1. The plans titled Lilac State Solar Project, by TFMoran, Inc., dated November 13, 2024, last revision 
date March 17, 2025, and supporting documentation in the permit file are a part of this approval. The 
project must be constructed as shown on the approved plans. 

 
2. This permit expires on March 18, 2030. No earth moving activities shall occur on the project after 

this expiration date unless the permit has been extended by the Department. If requesting an extension, 
the request must be received by the department before the permit expires. The Amendment Request 
form is available at: https://www.des.nh.gov/land/land-development. 

 
3. Pursuant to Env-Wq 1504.17, the Permittee shall comply with wildlife protection notes related to 

NHB24-2001 that are incorporated into the project plans.  
 

4. The project is to be phased as shown on Construction Phasing Plan (PH-01 and PH-02) by TFMoran, 
Inc., dated November 13, 2024, last revision date February 24, 2025. Each phase shall be stabilized 
pursuant to Env-Wq 1505.04 before disturbance of subsequent phases. 

 
5. The permittee shall employ the services of an Environmental Monitor (EM) for the purposes of providing 

independent professional environmental inspections of the project. The permittee shall receive prior 
approval of the EM by the Department. The EM shall inspect the project at a minimum frequency of once 
per week and following rainfall events of 0.5-inch or greater in a 24-hour period. The inspections shall 
be for the purposes of determining compliance with the permit. The Monitor shall submit a written report, 
stamped by a qualified engineer or a Certified Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control to the 
Department within 24 hours of the inspections. The reports shall describe, at a minimum, whether the 
project is being constructed in accordance with the approved sequence, shall identify any deviation from 
the conditions of this permit and the approved plans, and identify any other noted deficiencies. Reports 
shall be submitted to Kevin.D.Thatcher@des.nh.gov. 
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6. A qualified CPESC, soil scientist, geologist or engineer shall be retained to design the soil amendment 

and perform infiltration testing at the following infiltration systems: Basin #1, #2, #5, #6, #7, #8, #9, and 
#10.  Layout and elevation of amended soils is as shown on Details (D-05, D-06, D-07, and D-08) by 
TFMoran, Inc., dated November 13, 2024, last revision date February 24, 2025.  The information and 
test results shall be provided to the NHDES Alteration of Terrain Bureau to verify the assumed design 
infiltration rates of 5 in/hour (actual infiltration rate of 10 in/hour) and a minimum separation of 3 feet 
from the bottom of the ponds to the elevation of seasonal high water and bedrock. The depth of the 
amended soil must be at least 24 inches thick.  

 
 

GENERAL CONDITIONS: 

1. Activities shall not cause or contribute to any violations of the surface water quality standards 
established in Administrative Rule Env-Wq 1700. 

  
2. You must submit revised plans for permit amendment prior to any changes in construction details or 

sequences. You must notify the Department in writing within ten days of a change in ownership. 
 
3. You must notify the Department in writing prior to the start of construction and upon completion of 

construction. Forms can be submitted electronically at: https://www.des.nh.gov/land/land-development. 
Paper forms are available at that same web page.    

 
4. All stormwater practices shall be inspected and maintained in accordance with Env-Wq 1507.07 and 

the project Inspection and Maintenance (I&M) Manual. All record keeping required by the I&M 
Manual shall be maintained by the identified responsible party and be made available to the department 
upon request. Photographs of the site and BMPs must accompany the I&M submittals. 

 
5. This permit does not relieve the applicant from the obligation to obtain other local, state or federal 

permits that may be required (e.g., from US EPA, US Army Corps of Engineers, etc.).  Projects 
disturbing over 1 acre may require a federal stormwater permit from EPA. Information regarding this 
permitting process can be found at: https://www.epa.gov/npdes/2022-construction-general-permit-cgp. 

 
6. Upon completion of construction, a written notice signed by the permit holder and a qualified engineer 

shall be submitted to the Department, in accordance with Env-Wq 1503.21(c)(1), stating that the project 
was completed in accordance with the approved plans and specifications.  If deviations were made, the 
permit holder shall review the requirements in Env-Wq 1503.21(c)(2). 

 
7. No activity shall occur in wetland areas until a Wetlands Permit is obtained from the Department. 

Issuance of this permit does not obligate the Department to approve a Wetlands Permit for this project. 
 

8. This project has been screened for potential impact to known occurrences of protected species and 
exemplary natural communities in the immediate area. Since many areas have never been surveyed, or 
have not been surveyed in detail, unidentified sensitive species or communities may be present. This 
permit does not absolve the permittee from due diligence in regard to state, local or federal laws 
regarding such communities or species. This permit does not authorize in any way the take of threatened 
or endangered species, as defined by RSA 212-A:2, or of any protected species or exemplary natural 
communities, as defined in RSA 217-A:3. 
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Sincerely, 

 
Kevin D. Thatcher, PE, CPESC 
Alteration of Terrain Bureau 
         
cc: Farmington Planning Board (kpimental@strafford.org) 

Nicholas Golon, TFMoran, Inc. (ngolon@tfmoran.com) 
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